Byrnes
faces
2 this
Nov. 4

State’s economy
central point of
campaigns
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The Ann Arbor News

State Rep. Pam Byrnes
wants to make her mark on
the Legislature with a third
and final term representing
the 52nd District, but first
she’ll have to get past two
electiori opponents who be-
lieve she has little business
returning to the State Capi-
tol.
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Photos misidéntified

The photos of state represen—
. tative eandidates Erie Liel-

briedis and John Boyle were. ;

inadvertently switchedin a

story that appeared on page

A3 Thursday.

- change.

Both Republican Eric Liel-
briedis and
Libertarian
John Boyle ar-
gue Byrnes, D-
Lyndon Town-
ship, is part of
the problem
preventing
Michigan’s
economic- re-
covery. They .
charge that . _
her support of §
tax increases, [
her . strong |
partisanship ¥
and her heavy
campaign
support from
special inter-
ests are all Lielbriedis
reasons for

Byrnes

Lielbriedis,
a commercial
real . ‘estate
agent from |
Saline, said
he has -been
politically ‘ac- §
tive  behind
the scenes for
years and was
happy to stay
there until- the Leglslature

Boyle

replaced Michigan’s Single

Erlc .
Llelbrledls

Boyle
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State" S downward $p|ral prompts opposmg pnorltleS

rnes said. -

Boyle; who cons1ders h1m—
‘self an indepefident but iden-
tifies with the- Libertarian -

Busmess Tax in 2007:

“I-was ‘very disturbed by
that $2.4 billioh tax increase
because  it’s .absolutely the
wrong thlng to.do when wag-

es in the state are _down and-

joblessness is on the rise. We
cannot tax ourselves to pros-
perity,” he said.

If voters.elect him Nov.' 4,
he said he’d work to revamp
M1chigan s tax code and is

warming toward a fair-fax,

or consumption‘tax; concept
That’s where people pay only.
according, to what goods. or
services they purchase.
Lielbriedis also,supports a
part -time Legislature and he
is behind -Attorney- General
Mike Cox’s initiative to cre-

ate a searchable Web site-to -

post all state spending — ev-

erything from department "

programs to employee sala-
ries. -

Byrnes, first elected in 2004
after several unsuccessful at-
tempts, said she also.favors
scaling back legislative ses-
siens to improve productiv-
ity. But she cautions legisla-
tors wotuld still have to step
up constituent work:in their
districts.ih between truncat-

ed sessions to make:them as .

eﬂiclent as'possible.

" A lawyer by trade, Byrnes
argues she’s been an effective
advocate for her district’s con=
stituents and- that her most
important work lies ahead.

A former county road com-

_missioner, she ‘entered the-.
Leglslature with: ‘plans to bol-"

ster coordinated transporta-
tion plans statewide and. to

reform €ducation. Mlcmgan s
- blames Byrnes and otherleg-:
_while having abig impact on

downward economi¢ spiral,

both K-12 and higher educa-

_ tion, has superseded. signifi-

cant progress in both areas,

.shesaid: But Byrnes. said

both are still intricate compo-

nents to the state’s economic

survival and revival. * -
* She said jmproving fund-.
ing to U-M and Michigans

other research universities:

-and strengthening the work
force will attract businesses,

- as ‘evidenced the 21st Cen-

tury Jobs :Plan. That plan
was staunchly supported two

years ago by Byrnes, along .
- with her eaucus and Gov. Jen- -

nifer Granholm. The initiative

_infused millions specifically :
into Washténaw County be-

cause of the emphasis on life
sciences, but Byrnes said she
isn’t opposed to re-evaluat-:

- ing it and tweaking it to favor
business and job creation.

She rebutted campaign at-
tacks about her tax record as
typical Republican rhetoric. .

“It’s easyto look at the eco-
nomic crisis we’re having and-
blame the last five years; but.

_.it’s been in the making for de-

cades as manufacturing has’
diminished in Michigan,” By-

Aus A8 News 10/io/63”

platform of limited govern-
ment and minimal taxation,

islators for not doing more to
reign in spending.

“We can’t afford the govern-
ment we have,” said Boyle, a

-political and strategic consul-

tant for more than 25 years.
He says an even bigger

-economic crisis caused By
the state’s unfunded liabili--
ties to retirees, particularly:
for health benefits, is loom-

ing as the baby boomer gen-

.eration ages. To combat it,
Boyle suggests raising the

retirement age for public em-
ployees to bring the costs of
retiree medical and pension

‘benefits into the “realm of af-

fordability.”

He also advocates consoll-

dating the number. of town-

- ships”and cities” statewide,
-as well as a long-term goal of

reducing the-number of K-12
school districts. The millions

__saved in overhead could be

_funneled to instruction. .
He admits it ‘would be dif

ficult' to. garner bi-partisan

agreement on those. issues,

but he says they are neces- -
. sary.

C“If. you like ‘What Lansmg
has given you the past four
years - h1gher taxes blgger

. term impact.”-

governmetit arid- pandenng t

.the special interest instead
~debating deep, philosophic:

changes we need to surviv

* ~than send the same peopl

bac}{.” <
Byrnes is endorsed by the

_leading law enforcement and

firefighter unions, the Mich

.gan Education Associatio

and séeveral enwronmenta
orgamzatrons

If re-elected, Byrnes sai
she will run for speaker pro-:

-tem; which -would ensure

spot at the leadership tabl

- where she said she could in

fluence the direction of som

" legislation. “I want to make
.progress on alternative fun
[ing for our'roads, mass tran

sit or rail with regional co
laboration, and build privat
and pubhc partrierships tha
are necessaryfo have a lon

Byrnes, though. uncon
tested in'the primary, raJSe
roughly $85,500 * this ~ cam
paign cycle and had $54,07
on hand, according to cam
paign- ﬁnance reports file
last month. ¢ |

Both Lielbriedis and Boyl
requested campaign-finane
form-waivers, indicating the;
did niot expect t0 raise mor
than $1,000. ~ = .

{ Art Aisnercan be reached at-

aalsner@annarbornews comor
734-994-6823.




