By Edward Freundl

_ Staff Writer :
Democratic incumbent "State
Rep. Pam Byrnes is facing a chal-
lenge for her 52nd District seat in
the Legislature from Republican

Eric Lielbriedis of Saline and John

Boyle of Ann Arbor, who is running
on the Libertarian ticket. :
The newspaper asked each can-
didate their specific stances on the
followmg issues: :

Stabilizing school funding-

Byrnes: The Legislature has been;
trying to close the funding gap

between schools distriets by setting
minimum and maximum funding
levels, and by setting a basic fund-
ing level, which is the funding level

it is hoped all schools w111 one day

reach.

‘We have seen the playing ﬁeld'

start to level itself over the yedrs.
The foundation allowances still
aren’t equal (because of the initial

‘they" are’
more equi-
table than
they - were
over 10 years
ago. .
The cur-

discrep an-
cies between
districts), but

rent state of
funding for
public edu-
cation is far
from perfect. -

Byrnes

It is, however, a large 1mprovement‘”"

from the pre-Proposal A ‘days
where discrepancies were much

- more glaring than they are today.

It is more than a decade since

“Proposal A has passed and I
" believe that the time is fitting to

revisit the issue.

- Lielbriedis: In the short term,
schools must deal with fewer stu-
dents and less dollars ~ the obvious
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answer is to
privatize
certain areas
and to work
hard in
building effi-
ciencies
across the
entire state.
The long-
term solu-
tion 1is to
lower taxes,
attract busi-
ness ., .and
expand the tax base so that ¢6mpa-
nies can hire again, thereby gener-

. ating more and more tax dollars.

Boyle: Stabilizing school funding:
is eritical if Michigan’s teachers are
to prov1de cons1stent h1gh—qua11ty
education. )

More 1mportantly, 1 ‘beIieve

- Michigan’s school systems must

devote more resources to providing

quallty instruction and accompllsh

‘average number of students per

life.’

this add1t1 ' undlng by reducmg
overhead - not by increasing taxes.

To accomplish this, the state
should  provide 'incentives and
establish "a long-term goal to
reduce the number of K-12 school
districts from 553 to less than 100
(while maintaining the same num-
ber of schools); increasing the

distriet from 3,200 to more than
18,000; and reducing the school
system’s overhead: costs by:more;
than 60 percentt

Byrnes: I have made it my top pri-
ority to make sure that Michigan
can compete globally by having an
excellent work force and quality of

Thanks to the ‘tax incentives
offered to - developing businesses
looking to expand in Michigan,

.. See STATE —- Page 2-B
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Washtenaw - County has
become a 21st-century eco-
nomic engine that will help

create good-paying jobs now -

and get our state 'back on
track. ‘

It is essential that we con-

tinue to invest in our public
education system, so that
high-tech companies can
continue to see Washtenaw

County -as a new-age. gold .

mine.

. Michigan saw its first gold-
en age. during the boom of
Detroit’s auto. industry, but

thanks  to the ~economic °

potential of these high-tech
fields developing in our
state, Washtenaw County will
usher in" a new, technology-

driven  golden age for
Michigan. :
_ Lielbriedis: “A) 'Provide

high-tech companies with tax
abatements that are scaled
with the overall payroll/qual-
ity and number of jobs on the
payroll —‘we “should incen-
tivize -companies to bring
hlgh-sklIl h1gh~pay1ng jobs
here.

B) More closely monitor
direct spending of “incuba-

tors” that take state funds
“we should retam an attor-.

ney, bookkeeper(s), and the
- like to assist small business-
es .and start-ups in. getting
‘their business on track at
~very low cost. or free. One
professional could make big
differences in many busi-
nesses at relatively low: over-
all cost.

O Re-examine the unem-
ployment insurance calcula-
tions, and limit the rate at
which the taxable percent-
age can be increased in a sin-
gle year.

D) Ensure that current
Michigan companies come
first. We need to retain and
help those that are here. A
perfect example of a flawed
policy is the current
Michigan. Film Office incen-
tives — which are sub51dlzlng
HolZywood

Boyle: Michigan should
cease and desist from pick-

-Michigan’s

. ing winners and losers as the

state attempts to - attract
badly needed jobs. .
Just reducing the overall
level of taxation and the
amount of government intru-

“siveness would do vastly

more to-improve Mlchlgans
economy

'Preserving farmland -
. Byrnes: I have been'a mem-
_ ber of the Washtenaw Land

Trast, prevmusly known as
the Potawatomi Land Trust,
for years.

I will continue to support‘

the work of those who wish to

preserve their land and'

leave a legacy of open space

.and natural areas for future

generations to enjoy.
Lielbriedis: Developers are
pushed out into greenfields
for several reasons: height
restrictions in developed
areas . simply  prohibit
increased density; complicat-
ed and changing zoning regu-
lations -can’ stretch permit-

ting applications .into years

instead of  days or weeks;
even federal regulations

‘deter from smaller two story

buildings. .
- We should welcome. and

_incentivize development into
cities instead: of forcing them

to-look outside to farmland,
Boyle: - I do not believe

should be involved in estab-
hshlng laws, policies, pro-
grams, or procedures

designed- to preserve farm: .

land from development.
I believe this should be the

_responsibility of local gov-
-ernment. (county, city, town-

ship) and should be managed
with local zoning ordinances
over the short term and local
long-range land-use plans
over the longer term.

Finding sources of revenue

Byrnes: I am in favor of
eliminating redundancies
and inefficiencies in state
govérnment when possible.

In fact, I've even voted to sup-

port cutting my own. salary
and benefits.

However, I am not willing
to sacrifice essential serv1ces

such as public safety and
education. The state govern-’

‘nificantly reduce costs: -
Legislature

ment is obligated to fund
these services in order to
ensure a basic quality of life
for its citizens.

When available revenues

fall short of being able to-
deliver these services, I am
willing to look-at both new
revenue streams and pub-

lic/private. partnershlps to
fill the gap.

Lielbriedis: I dlsag‘ree w1th
the premise; companies all
across Michigan force effi-
ciency on themselves as a
regular part of running their
operations. They do more
with less, every year, compe-

tition forces the sav1ngs and

efficiencies.
Lansing has had few, if any,

major reforms to speak of in
““several years. The services

provided by ‘the state are
somehow measured in budg-
et dollars instead of output
or people served.

Real savings and efficien-
cies can be found in any over

managed organization.

Boyle New sources of rev-
enue for Michigan should
only come from an- expand-
1ng economy. .

The state should bé able to

" provide all essential services-

within its .current budget.

‘The following changes would

expand the-economy and sig-

Make Michigan a right-to-
work state - while respecting
the right of workers to organ-

* ize and to join unions. .
Rebuild Michigan’s budget

from the ground up; in'which
every funetion must justify
every cost based upon satls—

fying a need.

Develop 1ncent1ves to
encOurag_e the state’s 1,242

‘townships and 533 cities (or

incorporated villages) to con-
solidate.
Coordinate with local units

" of government to eliminate"
" responsibilities that are (D
redundant offerings avail-.

able from the state and/or the
counties, (iiynot the province
of government in the first
place, or (iii) of marginal
value to the taxpayers.

Breaking the gridlock
Byrnes: I think that we
need to take a serious look at

the impact that term limits
have had on the ‘stability ‘of
the Legislature.

With a lack of 1nst1tut10n-
al memory, and continuous
power grabs by individuals
who are always looking to
their next move on the polit-
ical ladder, it’s not hard to
see why people think that

“the Legislature lacks trye |

leadership in times of Ti-

sis.
We need legisl /o s who:
job to rep-

know that it’s their

-resent their constituents by

reaching acrgss -the aisle
when necessary, instead of

playing “gotcha” politics. I

believe that I. can improve

- the discourse in Lansing.

- Lielbriedis: A) Focus'in .
Lansing' has been lost..
MichiganVotes.com . reports |-

over 6,400 bills and amend-

ments brought forth so far,
yet not even 500 have been
signed inte: law; How many of
those bills. focused on our |
single-state” recession? How {
many of those bllls ﬁxed the
system? J

Legislators are focused on' .
other things. I suggest that |
legislators and citizens all
focus: on the Michigan
Recession and how to.stop it.

B) The state needs com-
plete transparency .in its

- .finances so that citizens can

see where the money (our
taxes) is ‘being spent and

properly. evaluate. the
issues. .. ' '
C) Let’s. consider the

Michigan Fair Tax system..|.
This removes all the embed-
ded tax costs.in products and |-
services  and places a con-
sumption-tax on the end user. |
- Boyle: 1 would attempt to

" break the gridlock in Lansing

by working 100 percent" for |
the voters and 0 percent for ||
powerful interest groups.

I would fight tirelessly for’
balanced budgets without
increased taxes, fight to.|.
shrink the size and intru- |
siveness of “state. govern-
ment, never vote for an
increase in the current rate
of taxes — for the state as a
whole, remain beholden to

.no one but the voters — and |

the . voters’ children and
grandchildren. ]
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